[Potential use of serological methods in detecting cholera toxin].
In the study of 50 Vibrio cholerae museum strains, 45 of them producing cholerigenic effect in suckling rabbits, cholera toxin, determined by means of the passive immune hemolysis (PIH) test, has been detected in the supernatant of the culture fluid of only two strains: V. cholerae 569 B, a well-known producer of cholera toxin, and V. cholerae (eltor) 1310, from whose population a toxigenic variant has been obtained by selection. To study the capacity of V. cholerae for producing toxin in vitro, in six cholerigenic strains, besides the supernatant of their culture fluids, also protein fractions, cell lysates and membrane fractions have been studied in the PIH test. In all these strains cholera toxin has been detected only in membrane fractions, which should be taken into consideration in the serological evaluation of the toxigenicity of V. cholerae.